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SUB J : WHEAT SHIPMENTS TO CHILE BANNED 

1. MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE WRIEDT TODAY ADVISED 
AUSTRALIAN WHEAT BOARD THAT GOA COULD NOT ASSIST IN 
LIFTING OF UNION BANS TO LOAD WHEAT VESSELS FOR CHILE. 

DURING PAST YEAR WATERSIDE WORKERS AND MARITIME UNIONS 
HAVE IMPOSED BANS ON WHEAT SHIPMENTS TO CHILE BECAUSE 
OF OPPOSITION TO NEW GOVERNMENT. DURING THE LATTER 
PART OF 1974 THESE BANS WERE LIFTED AFTER NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE UNIONS, THE AWB AND THE MINISTER FOR 
AGRICULTURE, BASED ON THE FACT THAT THE 1974 CONTRACTS 
FOR ABOUT 400,000 TONS OF WHEAT WERE ORIGINALLY 
NEGOTIATED WITH THE ALLENDE REGIME. HOWEVER, AT THAT 
TIME THE UNIONS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY WOULD NOT AGREE 
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2. THE 1974 CONTRACTS HAVE NOW BEEN FULLY SHIPPED 
(399,152 M.T.), AND AS USUAL AN AWB DELEGATION IS 
LEAVING AUSTRALIA AT THE END OF THIS MONTH TO NEGOTIATE 
SOUTH AMERICAN CONTRACTS FOR 1975. THE GROUP WILL 
CONSIST OF GENERAL MANAGER DORMAN. ASST. GENERAL 
MANAGER CHAPMAN, AND GROWER MEMBER NUSKE, AND BEFORE 
MAKING FINAL ARRANGEMENTS DORMAN MADE APPROACH TO GAO 
TO MAKE CERTAIN CHILEAN CARGOES WOULD BE HANDLED. 
DELEGATION WILL VISIT PERU, COLOMBIA, AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES, AND WILL STILL INCLUDE SANTIAGO ON ITINERARY, 
MAINLY TO EXPLAIN SITUATION AND MAKE EFFORT TO MAINTAIN 
GOODWILL. 

3. MINISTER WRIEDT HAS IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS REPEATEDLY 
STATED THAT HE PERSONALLY STRONGLY OPPOSES INTRUSION 
OF UNIONS INTO FOREIGN TRADE POLICY, BUT IT IS CLEAR GOA 
PRESENTLY NOT PREPARED TO CONFRONT COMMUNIST-LED MARITIME 
AND WATERFRONT UNIONS. CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
MINISTER AND HAWKE, PRESIDENT OF ACTU, INDICATE THAT 

TIME NOT RIPE FOR STRONG GOA STAND AND POLITICALLY 
LOW KEY APPROACH NOW PREFERABLE. HAWKE APPARENTLY 
BELIEVES SOFTENING ATTITUDE ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS 
LIKELY OVER COMING YEAR. IN MEANTIME, AWB EXPRESSED 
VIEW THAT US AND CANADA WILL SUPPLY THE VOLUME NORMALLY 
SUPPLIED BY AUSTRALIA DURING THE COMING YEAR. FROM THE 
LONG TERM POINT OF VIEW THE AWB IS SOMEWHAT FEARFUL THAT 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS COULD LEAD TO PERMANENT LOSS OF THE 
MARKER. 
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